
September 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear BCHS Community, 
 
We are witnessing a volatile time in our country’s history.  The challenges and opportunities our 
country faces are often mirrored as challenges and opportunities within the BCHS community 
itself.   
 
Today, the challenge and opportunity of addressing racial equality in our country became front 
and center as a student inappropriately displayed a derogatory comment in regards to the 
equality of black students in the background to their Zoom picture while in class.  A few specific 
comments in regards to this. 
 

• The individual who did this is a student at our school.  In a sense, this is a different type 
of Zoom bombing from that addressed in last week’s writing.  The student was rightfully 
admitted into the classroom Zoom session, but then made a poor choice in terms of the 
background he/she displayed. 

• The teacher was utilizing the Zoom presentation mode during the majority of the time 
period during which the student’s background was displayed.  Presentation mode limits 
the number of students who can be seen at one time.  In other words, the teacher 
could not generally see the student’s background because the view had limited the 
teacher’s screen.   

• Once this situation was brought to the school’s attention by other students, an 
investigation immediately commenced. 

• The school will not be commenting upon disciplinary measures which are taken in 
regards to this matter.  Such a sharing of discipline would be inappropriate as we are in 
the business of helping teenagers to grow, not engaging in public excoriation.  

• Some might say that BCHS should adopt a policy which prohibits Zoom backgrounds.  
Fair enough.  However, this topic of racial equality – along with so many other topics 
right now – has become a part of regular discourse within our country.  This is good!  
What is not good is when the discourse is not handled in an appropriate manner.  In 
short, we can’t ‘regulate away’ all inappropriate comments from members of our 
community.  The statement could just as easily have been spoken or written on a piece 
of paper as opposed to utilizing a Zoom background.  It is unfortunate that such a 
background was chosen.  Yet we also have to acknowledge that students make 
mistakes…sometimes serious mistakes.  The redirecting of student behavior and the 
engagement in discussion of what would have been more appropriate is a critical 
element of high school education.  We are committed not only to rules and discipline, 
but far more greatly to helping students grow in their Christian faith walk through the 
redirecting of actions into behavior which will best model the Christian faith. 

• While outrage has been expressed by some as to what was written on the Zoom 
background, there is also substantial anger from others that a student took a picture of 



this background and then shared it with others outside of the class, leading to its being 
plastered on social media. Bluntly, both of these reactions seem pretty reasonable. In 
other words, two wrongs do not make a right.  

 
Now to address the specific statement.  The comment which the student wrote on the 
background of his/her Zoom stated that “black lives don’t actually matter.”  It seems fair to 
indicate that this statement was likely made with the Black Lives Matter organization in mind.   
 
Addressing this statement from the school’s perspective is fairly straightforward.  Black lives 
absolutely do matter.  As a school – more specifically as a Christian school – we must be 
unequivocal in this statement.  Black lives have been created in the image of God and are of 
inherent value.  There are pivotal times in every nation’s history when the opportunity for 
societal change and growth is clearly evident.  This is such a time in American history in regards 
to not only racial justice in general, but – very specifically – in regards to advancing the rights 
and opportunities of the African American community who has endured particular injustices 
throughout our nation’s history. 
 
Perhaps the following paragraph is unnecessary.  Yet in watching events unfold, it is important 
to state the following; to not do so leaves too many unanswered questions.  As a school 
leadership, we will not be cornered into answering the question of whether we support the 
Black Lives Matter organization.  Bluntly, this diminishes the unquestioned support we have for 
the equality of all races created by our Lord.  We support racial justice.  Where Black Lives 
Matter or any other organization supports this same goal, we are in absolute alignment.  
Period.  Supporting one aspect which an organization espouses does not indicate a support of 
all of its positions or the manner in which it advances its goals.   
 
The time period in which we are living is complex.  Yet some things should not be complex.  We 
should each strive on a daily basis to treat every human being with a Christlikeness.  When we 
inevitably fall short of this, we must cling to the foot of the cross.  This is the life of a believer.  
May we as a school community model this very behavior not only to each other, but to the 
Greater Bakersfield Community as we live out our ministry. 
 
In Christ, 
 
John Buetow 
BCHS President 
 
 


